FUNDAMENTAL TENETS
OF SOCRATIC SEMINAR

Socratic Seminar is a tool.

Like a shovel, itis good for some things and not for others.

Socratic Seminar is dcslgncd for dcvc/oloing conccptua/
undcrstanding through critical & creative i'/')in/(ing.

The clesign and implementation IS sPeciFiC and Purposcncul.

Socratic Seminar is coopcrativc and constructivist.

Students work ’cogether to make meaning and build skills.

Slow and stcady wins the “race.”

A COUP!C O{: Paragraplﬁs an IWOUT' is not unusual.

Those who do the work do the /carning.

Who's working harcler) you or the students?

T/lc w/;o/c is grcatcr than thc sum ofits Ioarts.

What can be accomplishecl as a group far exceeds any individual.

Socratic Seminar is for sccking new undcrstandings.

Newness creates excitement, enthusiasm and renewal.

“The Socratic method, then, is the art of teaching not philosophy but philosophizing, the art not of
teaching about philosophers but of making philosophers of the students.”
~ Leonard Nelson
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